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Abstract: It is apparent from the statistics that, almost billions of people are 
using English to communicate in the world and this degree is increasing noticeably 
every year. Since is English is getting dominant language, audience of learners 
enlarges and current requirement of learners is learning the language faster, easily 
and effectively. As the language cannot be taught without grammar, vocabulary is as 
important as it. This paper focuses on importance of vocabulary and explore some 
methods for exploiting in the class. 
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In this globalization era, humans use various ways of communication and they 
use words in which language they would like to contact. In fact, during a project 
looking at words in digitized books, researchers from Harvard University and Google 
in 2010 they estimated a total of 1,022,000 words and the number would grow by 
several thousand each year. Vocabulary is strong means to describe our ideas, 
feelings and emotions that person have. Thus as a good communicator from 
childhood people are trying to learn foreign languages. If we want to use language 
effectively, we must have good stock of vocabulary. We cannot use the 
language, if we don’t know the words of that language. English language has vast 
vocabulary. It is the richest language of the world. Person cannot learn a language 
without learning vocabulary. As Wilkins rightly says, “Without grammar very little 
can be conveyed. but without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed” Therefore 
modern pedagogy has a task to teach vocabulary effectively. According to the 
research of Richards in the year 1976 list the different things teaching need to know 
about a word before we can say that they have taught it. These include: 
1. The meaning(s) of the word. Meaning is the most important characteristics of 
a word and word meaning is studied by the branch of lexicology, it is named 
semasiology. One can use any words after knowing the first or second meaning and 
the educator should explain them during the lesson briefly. Furthermore, As Cameron 
claimed that (2001) Vocabulary is about learning words, children not only expected 
to know the word, but also they have to know what the meaning of that word. 
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2. Its spoken and written forms. There so many words in any languages that are 
utilized multifariously in real and in written. In order not to confound non-native 
speaker is required to learn the distinction of words. It helps to avoid not to be shy 
during the conversation of native speakers as well as it describes the quality and 
quantity of vocabulary bank. 
3. What “word parts” it has (e.g., any prefix, suffix, and “root” form). That is 
also really essential not only to learn new words easily but also translation of 
unknown words might be easy in academic process. Because, language users don/t 
always figure out or catch words even in the documents, books or any textual 
materials. Also according to Pyles and Algeo (1982), words produced through 
affixation constitute 30% to 40% of the total number of new words; compounding 
yields 28% to 30% of all the new words; words that come from shortening including 
clipping and acronym, amounting to 8% to 10%, together with 1% to 5% of words 
born out of blending and other means. So by analyzing the processes of English word 
formation, we can infer word-meanings and learn more new English words.  
4. Its grammatical behavior (e.g., its word class, typical grammatical patterns it 
occurs in) By all means, in general, words are classified various groups such as 
nouns, verbs, adverbs or adjectives according to their function and meaning in 
grammar. If learners study new words by their grammatical role in a sentence, they 
have a good command using them correctly. At schools mostly nouns and pronouns 
are explained and learned by heart by young pupils in the classes 1-4. Then They now 
verbs which describes actions and the center of sentences so as to make simple 
sentences. 
5. Its collocations. Collocations are a series of words or terms that co-occur 
more often than would be expected by chance. They usually go together. Collocations 
can be used to have more natural language and it is easier for our brains to remember 
and exploit language in chunks or blocks rather than single words. 
6. Its frequency. A word is considered to be high frequency if it is commonly 
used in daily speech such as “the”. Teachers themselves ought to try to use and 
frequent vocabulary and teach them correctly.it is clear from billion – word Oxford 
English Corpus many of the most often used words are short ones. Their main 
purpose is to join other longer words rather than determine the meaning of a sentence. 
These are known as Function words.  
If English vocabulary is educated in uninteresting way such as drilling, simple 
repetition and from just word lists, then the words are likely to be forgot in pupils’ 
mind. Teachers should train vocabulary so that the words are learned in a memorable 
way in order for them to stick the long –term memory of the learner. As Richards said 
“When vocabulary words are being taught to pupils, teachers need to consider how to 
teach these words to pupils based on the levels of ages, educational background and 
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field of interest. The teacher also ought to recognize such sociolinguistic variables in 
which the words will be used” (p. 73). Therefore, in the following some innovative 
and possibly effective techniques are introduced to enhance vocabulary-bank: 
1. Crossword puzzle 
This method is suitable for all levels of the learners and no matter how old they 
are. But according to their level puzzles may become difficult more and more. 
Crossword puzzles offer an entertaining way of reviewing vocabulary. Students can 
do the puzzles in class in pairs, as a race with other students, or at home as 
homework. The teacher can also design a “Word Puzzle,” which is also called a 
“Word Cross”, asking the students to cooperate in groups to find and circle the words 
that the puzzle contains. The teacher might also place several versions of the word in 
the puzzle, with only one of them being the correct spelling. The students must circle 
only the word with the correct spelling. This activity serves to cultivate the sense of 
interest and improve critical and analytical thinking as well as it makes them create 
friendship atmosphere in the classroom by working on collaboratively. 
2. Phrasal verbs 
Teachers also should include phrasal verbs in their classroom language as much 
as possible – and draw attention to these from time to time. It is a great way, to attract 
students easily to learn by heart new word. However, what are phrasal verbs ? 
According to Trask (1993: 208) a phrasal verb is lexical verb “which consists of a 
simple verb combined with one or more particles” and whose meaning is typically 
unpredictable. And Phrasal verbs are two-or three-word idiomatic expressions, 
consisting of a verb and a particle or a combination of a particle and a preposition 
(Lewis, 1993; Darwin & Gray, 1999). There are some examples of phrasal verbs with 
the verb “look” 
look - about/around Examine 
look after - Be responsible for 
look ahead - Think about events in the future 
look back - Return in one’s thoughts 
look for -Try to find 
look on - To be a spectator 
look out -Take care, beware 
look up -Try to find, especially in a work of reference 
3. Synonyms 
A synonym may be used to help the student to understand the different shades of 
meaning, If the synonym is better known than the word being taught. Synonyms 
assist to enrich a student's vocabulary bank and provide alternative words instantly. 
These can be effective since they build on words and phrases that students already 
recognize. Adjectives often have several symptoms, and phrasal verbs will usually 
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have a non-phrasal verb equivalent. The same procedure can be used to elicit 
synonyms. The teacher needs to highlight the fact that “true” synonyms are relatively 
rare and the answers will often be “near” synonyms. The students could make 
crosswords, word snakes or other puzzles for each other using these synonyms. 
4. Word – cards 
Word-cards also can be used as a device for vocabulary teaching The teacher 
writes English words on one side of the card and as sentence containing the word 
may be with definition, synonyms, and pronunciation on the other. They are 
considered the most excellent memory aid. For young learners word-cards can be 
created with pictures to remember and imagine the word faster that next lessons they 
keep in their minds. It requires creativity from both a teacher as well as students. 
Because students also can make some word- cards in easy or interesting and portable 
way for themselves. 
By the way of conclusion, it is clarified that, as the need of language learning 
and using vocabulary in permanent trend in education and society, teachers should 
not stop doing their best. They always search new methods and find out unrepeatable 
techniques to develop students’ vocabulary level in target language. In Corder 
(1973:223) rightly observes, ‘The more words one knows, the easier it is to ‘learn’ 
new words, because one has more associative link available’. For this reason, this 
paper paid attention to discuss expansion of vocabulary in the classroom. 
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